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STATISTICAL  TABLE 


No.  of  Pub.  School. 

'Terms. 

t 

TEACHERS. 

Length  of  School 

in  months. 

Wages  of  Teacher 

per  month. 

Whole  number  of 

Scholars 

Average  attend.  || 

of  Scholars.  1 1 

- —  - 

Per  cent  of  attend. 

No.  of  Scholars 

under  5  vears. 

No.  of  Scholars 

over  15  vears. 

•J - -w 

Ain’t  of  Teachers’ 

wages  and  care  of 

fires. 

Bills  paid  for  fuel. 

Repairs  and  other 

expenses  on  school 

property. 

No.  1. 

Sum. 

Frank  D.  M.  Dunn, 

2 

$30  0C 

37 

32.4 

87 

Fall. 

|  Putman  W.  Taft, 

2 

36  0C 

51 

44  A 

88 

3 

1 

$9  65 

Win. 

Joseph  n.  Wood, 

3 

32  00 

48 

39.3 

82 

1 

3 

$232  00 

23  5(1 

1948  88 

No.  2. 

Sum. 

Higher  Department. 
Melissa  U.  George, 

2 

32  00 

30 

28.3 

94 

Fall. 

Louise  N.  Fergurson, 

1 

36  00 

22 

20 

91 

1 

Win. 

Juliette  F.  Mathews, 

34  00 

27 

25.2 

93 

Isabel  M.  Hayward,  ’ 

4 

36  00 

2 

Sum. 

Primary  Department , 
Alice  A.  Thayer, 

2 

32  00 

46 

40.4 

87 

5 

Fall. 

“  u 

25 

32  00 

50 

46 

92 

6 

% 

Win. 

“  <« 

32  00 

40 

33.3 

S3 

465  60 

44  98 

57  39 

No.  3. 

Sum. 

Ida  A.  Butler, 

if 

28  00 

17 

12.5 

74 

Fall. 

<<  <« 

2 

30  00 

19 

14.7 

77 

2 

Win. 

a  a 

25 

32  00 

14 

13 

96 

1 

183  50 

19  00 

106  75 

No.  4. 

Sum. 

Isabel  M.  Hayward, 

24 

28  00 

20 

18.2 

91 

1 

Fall. 

<<  <( 

34 

30  00 

23 

17.8 

78 

3 

175  00 

8  27 

89  82 

No.  5. 

Sum. 

Flora  Freeman, 

1* 

24  00 

12 

11.5 

96 

1 

Fall. 

Annie  P.  Fowler, 

14 

24  00 

7 

6.9 

99 

1 

Win. 

Emma  Staples, 

3 

24  00 

12 

9.8 

82 

1 

146  00 

10  00 

2  70 

No.  6. 

Sum. 

Hattie  E.  Freeman, 

2 

32  00 

24 

21.2 

88 

1 

Fall. 

Flora  Freeman. 

2 

32  00 

27 

22.8 

84 

1 

2 

Win. 

«  <« 

3 

36  00 

31 

27.8 

90 

2 

5 

239  00 

17  00 

446  34 

High 

Fall. 

Daniel  N.  Lane  jr., 

25 

85  00 

34 

30 

88 

22 

Sch’l. 

Win. 

Benj.  F.  Harmon, 

25 

75  00 

25 

22 

88 

13 

441  00 

47  75 

31  45 

Total  expenditure,  except  repairs, 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


$1882  10  $170  50  $2002  98 
$2048  60 


RESOURCES  AVAILABLE  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Amount  unexpended  April  30,  1872, 

Income  of  Surplus  Revenue, 

Income  from  State  School  Fund, 

Income  from  Dog  Tax, 

Town  appropriation, 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers’  Wages  and  care  of  fires. 

Fuel, 

Dictionaries  and  thermometers  from  State  School  Fund 
Balance  unexpended,  ’ 


O 

CO 

r— < 

CO 

59 

166 

39 

143 

76 

106 

72 

1700 

00 

$1882 

10 

170 

50 

21 

40 

203 

46 

$2277  46 


$2277  46 


/ 


1  (ol  1  of  Hoi|or, 

Containing  names  of  scholars  who  have  attended  school  one 
or  more  terms  during  the  year  without  being 

absent  or  tardy. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


Fall  Term. 

Cora  Gaskill, 
Lucinda  Gaskill, 
Mary  E.  Morris, 
Della  S.  Spencer, 
Eva  Taft, 

A.  Irving  Barrows, 
Levi  R.  Taft, 

J.  C.  F.  Wheelock. 


Winter  Term. 

A.  Irving  Barrows, 
Naum  E.  Gaskill, 
Levi  R.  Taft, 

J.  C.  F.  Wheelock, 
Della  S.  Spencer. 


COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


Summer  Term. 


Julia  Curley, 

Emily  E.  Darling, 
Nellie  Scollay, 

Kate  Scollay, 

Cora  Williams, 

Delia  Williams, 

Sami.  D.  Davenport, 
John  L.  Davenport, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook, 
Leonard  E.  Taft, 
Robert  B.  Taft. 


Fall  Term. 

No.  1. 

George  L.  Taft, 
Sami.  D.  Davenport, 
John  Scollay, 

John  L.  Davenport, 
Helen  M.  Taft, 

Kate  Scollay. 


Winter  Term. 


Emily  E.  Darling,  . 
Mary  Cummings, 
Lizzie  A.  Cromb, 
Geo.  L.  Taft, 

Robert  B.  Taft, 
Leonard  E.  Taft, 
George  R.  Whitney. 


% 
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Summer  Term. 


Walter  A.  Gaskill, 
Levi  R.  Taft, 
George  M.  Taft, 
Hill  Williams, 
Isabel  C.  Cook, 

My r tie  Williams, 
Rosa  F.  George, 
Hannah  Armour, 
Annie  W.  Gaskill, 
Mary  F.  Cunnabell, 
Sarah  A.  Gunn, 
Mary  McCarty, 

C.  Augusta  Craige. 


Berton  Williams, 

N.  Richard  George, 
Wendel  Williams, 
Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
William  B.  Grow, 
Albert  Butler, 
Ernest  Butler, 
Peter  Gaskill, 

Milo  B.  Gaskill, 
Herbert  J.  George, 
S.  Hast’s  Hayward, 
Nancy  C.  George, 
Mary  I.  Grow, 
Addie  Gunn, 
Melissa  B.  George, 
Bertha  Gaskill, 
Norah  Nugent, 
Maggie  Cronan. 


Fall  Term.  Waiter  Term. 

No.  2.  . 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Hill  Williams,  Mary  F.  Cunnabell, 

Frederick  Ballou,  Mary  McCarty, 

George  M.  Taft,  Hill  Williams. 

Timothy  Quigley, 

Mary  F.  Cunnabeil, 

C.  Augusta  Crnige, 

Annie  G.  Gaskill, 

Sarah  A.  Gunn. 


PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Edward  E.  Gassett 
William  C.  Grow, 
William  E.  Cook, 
Milo  B.  Gaskill, 
Wendel  Williams, 
Eben  Williams, 
Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
Thomas  J.  Cross, 
Peter  Gaskill, 
Albion  A.  Gaskill, 
Mary  I.  Grow, 
Norah  Nugent, 
Maggie  Cronan, 
Nellie  Quigley, 
Bertha  Gaskill, 
Mary  G.  Wilbur, 
Annie  L.  Gregory. 


Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
Milo  B.  Gaskill, 
Berton  Williams, 
Wendel  Williams, 
Eben  Williams, 
Edward  E.  Gassatt, 
N.  Richard  George, 
S.  Hast’s  Hayward, 
Harry  C.  Gaskill, 
Frank  II.  Lowell, 
William  C.  Grow, 
Mary  I.  Grow, 
Nancy  C.  George, 
Bertha  Gaskill, 
Melissa  B.  George, 
Nellie  Quigley, 
Addie  A.  Gunn, 
Fannie  Kelly. 
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Summer  Term.  Fall  Term . 


Winter  Term. 


- 


Abbie  S.  Barton, 
Alice  R.  Barton, 
Ada  L.  Jennison, 
Hattie  S.  Wood, 
Fanny  Perhain, 
Ella  T.  Cliilson, 
Lizzie  L.  Wood, 
Lester  Parker, 
George  E.  Bates, 
Laban  Bates. 


No.  3. 

Frank  Bailey, 
Evola  Wilcox, 
Waty  Allen. 

No.  4. 

Mary  J.  Bates, 

Ada  L.  Jennison, 

Hattie  S.  Wood, 

Fanny  Perhain, 

George  E.  Bates, 

Frank  E.  Barrows, 

Walter  Newhall, 

Fred.  S.  Barrows. 


Emma  S.  Gaskill, 
Charles  T.  Aldrich 
Frank  H.  Wood, 
Arthur  L.  Gaskill, 
Henry  Gaskill. 


No.  5. 

George  S  Carter, 
Arthur  L.  Gaskill 
Henry  Gaskill, 
Emma  S.  Gaskill, 
Marv  L.  Aldrich, 
Emma  E.  Aldrich. 


Emma  S.  Gaskill, 
Emma  E.  Aldrich, 
Mary  L.  Aldrich, 
Charles  T.  Aldrich 
Arthur  L.  Gaskill, 
Henry  Gaskill. 


No.  6. 

Mary  E.  Morris,  Etta  Judson,  Jessie  S.  Taft, 

Ann  E.  Morris,  Carrie  G.  Ross,  Carrie  G.  Ross, 

Carrie  G.  Ross,  Dora  Taft,  Dora  Taft,  - 

Ruth  Southwick,  Mabel  Richardson,  William  Daily, 

Dora  Taft,  Alice  I.  Hammond,  Alanson  Freeman, 

Mabel  Richardson,  May  Richardson,  William  Taft, 

Alanson  Freeman,  W.  Frank  Hayward,  W.  Frank  Hayward, 
Winfield  Alexander,  Alanson  Freeman.  Charles  Taft. 

W.  Frank  Hayward, 

Everett  Southwick. 


Summary :  Summer  Term,  67 

Fall  Term,  61 

Winter  Term,  50 


Total, 


178 


NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  NEITHER  ABSENT  NOR  TARDY 

%  -m 

DURING  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR. 


High  School, 


No.  2, 


No.  4, 


No.  5, 


No.  6, 


No.  of  weeks. 


'  A.  Irving  Barrows,  22 

Levi  R.  Taft,f  22 

'  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock*  22 

Della  S.  Spencer,  22 

f  Hill  Williams,*  28 

Mary  F.  Cunnabell,*  28 

William  C.  Grow,  28 

-  Milo  B.  Gaskill,  28 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,*  28 

Mary  I.  Grow,  28 

Wendel  Williams,*  28 

'  Ada  L.  Jennison,  24 

Hattie  S.  Wood*  24 

j  Fanny  Perham,  24 

[  George  E.  Bates,  24 

'  Emma  S.  Gaskill,  24 

-  Arthur  L.  Gaskill,  24 

Henry  Gaskill.  24 

f  Carrie  G.  Ross*  24 

Dora  Taft,  24 

Alanson  Freeman, f  24 

W.  Frank  Hayward,  24 


fNot  absent  or  tardy  for  three  school  years. 


*Not  absent  nor  tardy  during  previous  school  year. 


Table  of  summaries,  extending  from  1863  to  1873,  inclusive. 


REMARKS. 

i 

Length  of  schools  increased. 

Fourth  and  fifth  Districts  united. 

High  School  established  and  Roll  of  Honor  published. 

School  Districts  abolished. 

North  End  School  House  built,  and  others  repaired. 

Author  of  Report. 

Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf. 

(<  u 

G.  B.  Williams,  Sup’t. 

Rev.  Wm.  T.  Phelan,  “ 

G.  B.  Williams,  “ 
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tFor  four  weeks.  ^Estimated. 


R  E  P  0  R  T  . 


In  addition  to  the  tabular  view  of  the  several  schools  usu¬ 
ally  presented  in  the  school  report,  there  has  been  prepared 
with  great  labor  a  tabular  summary  of  important  facts  in  re- 
lation  to  the  schools  for  the  present  and  ten  preceding  years. 

In  this  table,  the  column  containing  the  average  per  cent, 
of  attendance  in  all  the  schools,  was  formed  by  taking  from 
the  reports  the  average  attendance  for  each  school  term  in 
the  year  and  dividing  their  sum  by  the  number  of  terms. 

It  will  be  noticed,  that  witii  occasional  fluctuations  which 
might  in  most  cases  easily  be  explained,  every  column  shows 
a  constantly  improving  condition  of  the.  schools  to  the  end, 
while  the  last  three  years  have  been  especially  prosperous. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  advance  has  been  secured  at  a 
greatly  increased  cost.  This  is  true,  but  the  school  commit¬ 
tee  of  this  small  town  do  not  establish  the  teachers’  wages  for 
the  community.  As  it  is,  we  pay  less,  we  think,  than  most  of 
the  adjoining  towns.  Of  late,  as  the  table  shows,  we  have 
employed  resident  teachers  very  generally. 

They  have  been  secured  at  less  rates  than  non-residents  of 
equal  ability  would  demand,  as  many  have  boarded  at  home 
part  or  all  of  their  time  while  teaching.  This  year  wTepaid  to 
resident  teachers  five  sixths  of  all  required  for  the  common 
schools,  against  one  sixth  in  1863,  and  against  a  very  small 
portion  comparatively,  up  to  the  time  of  the  establishment  of 
the  High  School. 

We  have  hence  paid  low  rates,  retained  the  money  raised 
for  schools  in  the  hands  of  our  people,  and  been  as  well  or 
better  served  than  formerly.  There  are  then,  some  encourag¬ 
ing  features  even  with  regard  to  the  money  columns. 

On  the  whole,  though  believing  we  had  advanced  constant¬ 
ly,  the  showing  of  the  present  status  of  our  schools  appears 


# 


9 


better  by  comparison  with  past  years  than  we  had  anticipated. 

From  1863,  to  1868,  a  period  of  five  full  years,  so  far  as 

known  to  the  superintendent,  only  two  residents  of  Mend  on, 

# 

taught  their  first  school.  We  had  shorter  common  schools 
during  the  time,  and  most  of  us  think  they  were  no  better  to 
say  the  most,  than  they  have  averaged  since,  and  we  had  no 
High  School.  Yet  if  there  were  three  cases  in  the  five  years, 
of  scholars  seeking  more  extended  culture  out  of  town,|we 
have  yet  to  be  informed  of  them.  Since  April  30,  1868, 
eighteen  pupils  in  Mendon  schools,  have  taught  their  first 
school,  sixteen  of  them  having  been  members  of  our  High 
School,  while  three  others,  evidently  qualified,  have  sought  or 
are  seeking  opportunities  to  teach.  Eight  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  out  of  wages  paid  to  our  common  school  teachers 
were  drawn  by  former  members  of  the  High  School,  and  this 
while  the  two  resident  teachers  who  have  taught  here  more 
than  any  others  since  1863,  have  still  drawn  nearly  or  quite 
as  much  as  usual.  Besides  this,  it  is  estimated  that  former 
members  of  our  High  School  earned  by  teaching  out  of  town, 
at  least  seven  hundred  dollars.  Meanwhile  since  1869,  eight 
of  our  youth,  ambitious  for  educational  opportunities  beyond 
what  our  schools  could  furnish,  have  sought  them  elsewhere. 
Two  at  the  Technical  School  at  Worcester,  two  at  Framing¬ 
ham,  three  or  four  at  Commercial  Schools,  while  one  is  prepar¬ 
ing  for  college  at  Exeter.  For  many  years  preceding  1869, 
we  know  of  no  one  from  Mendon,  receiving  a  diploma  from 
any  educational  institution  whatever. 

It  is  with  no  small  satisfaction  that  we  record  in  addition  to 
the  facts  above  stated,  that  more  than  one  of  our  High  School 
pupils  have  taken  very  high  rank  at  school  elsewhere ;  thus 
honoring  us  all  as  well  as  themselves,  while  the  records  of  our 
schools  the  past  year  show  that  a  goodly  portion  of  our  very 
best  schools  were  taught  by  those  educated  in  Mendon. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  last  table  under  the  heading 

“  remarks/’  five  steps  having  an  important  bearing  on  the 

schools  have  been  noted.  The  first,  on  motion  of  that  con- 
2 
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slant,  earnest  friend  of  the  schools,  Mr.  A.  S.  Freeman,  was 
in  1867,  when  the  town  voted  to  continue  all  the  schools  six 
months,  and  the  larger  ones  seven  months  each  year.  Since 
then,  public  school  No.  1,  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  seven 
months  schools,  and  we  submit  the  question  whether,  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mr.  Clarke  in  last  year’s  report,  the  time  has  not  ar¬ 
rived  when  the  remaining  schools  should  be  kept  seven,  in¬ 
stead  of  six  months  annually.  Two  years  later  the  publishing 
of  the  roll  of  honor  was  commenced.  This  has,  we  believe, 
done  more  to  raise  the  average  attendance  than  any  other 
single  effort.  The  same  year  also  witnessed  the  establishment 
of  the  High  School.  Nine,  at  least,  of  its  ten  terms  have  been 
eminently  successful,  and  its  mark  on  the  educational  interests 
of  the  town  is  very  evident  from  facts  above  stated.  With 
the  abolishing  of  the  school  districts  in  1870,  no  such  injury 
to  the  schools  as  anticipated  by  some,  has  been  realized  at 
at  least  so  far  as  we  can  judge.  With  a  member  of  the  school 
committee  living  near  each  school  house,  and  clothed  with 
powers  no  district  committee  ever  had,  certainly  there  can  be 
no  just  cause  for  complaint  of  want  of  local  influence  on  the 
several  schools.  One  more  step  forward  has  been  taken  the 
present  year,  which,  most  costly  of  all,  ought  to  bring  us  most 
valuable  returns.  After  many  years  of  waiting,  two  of  our 
larger  schools  have  been  provided  with  convenient,  attractive 
rooms  ;  and  nearly  all  the  school  houses  in  town  have  been 
more  or  less  thoroughly  repaired.  The  North  End  School 
has  a  house  which,  with  its  furnishing  and  spacious  yard, 
leaves  little  to  be  desired.  At  Albeeville,  new  seats  and  desks, 
with  a  new  floor  and  windows,  have  been  introduced  while  the 
position  of  the  seats  has  been  reversed,  new  platforms  made, 
and  the  inside  neatly  painted.  Further  provision  for  ventila¬ 
tion,  the  grading  and  fencing  of  the  yard,  and  painting  of  the 
outside  of  the  house  are  still  required.  The  South  Milford 
school  house  has  been  shingled  and'  painted  outside.  This 
needs  painting  within,  the  desks  and  seats  never  having  been 
painted.  In  the  Allen  district  the  house  has  been  painted  in- 
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side  and  outside,  and  a  new  sill  and  new  floor  furnished  for  the 
piazza.  The  centre  school  rooms  received  a  coat  of  paint  over¬ 
head  and  on  the  top  of  the  desks.  The  school  houses  gene¬ 
rally,  though  not  yet  up  to  our  needs,  especially  in  the  center, 
are  in  far  better  condition,  it  is  believed,  than  ever  before. 

ATTENDANCE. 

During  the  present  year  a  much  higher  rate  of  attendance 
than  usual  has  been  noticed  in  several  schools.  In  the  center, 
the  Grammar  School  has  averaged  over  ninety  per  cent, 
through  the  year,  while  the  primary  has  furnished  fifty-three 
names  for  the  roll  of  honor,  thus,  though  composed  of  scholars 
most  likely  to  be  detained  from  school  by  necessity,  becoming 
the  banner  school  in  this  respect. 

The  North  End  School,  had  it  not  been  disturbed  by  general 
sickness,  would  have  stood  very  high  in  attendance,  while  the 
Albeeville  school  in  spite  of  the  hard  winter,  has  reached  the 
honorable  average  of  ninety  per  cent.  Except  in  the  Allen 
district,  there  is  no  particular  ground  for  complaint  of  the 
averages  or  of  the  number  of  names  contributed  to  our  list  of 
the  punctual,  which  is  larger  by  fifteen  than  ever  before.  We 
wish  teachers  would  make  a  special  point  of  striving  after 
more  constant  attendance  and  less  tardiness.  A  weekly  read¬ 
ing  of  the  names  of  those  not  absent  or  tardy  would  perhaps 
stimulate  the  scholars  and  keep  the  subject  ever  in  their  minds. 
Reasons  for  absences  should  always  be  required,  and  in  many 
cases  written  requests  from  parents  before  dismission  during 
the  session.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  first  essential  to 
progress  in  school  is  constant  attendance. 

REPORTS. 

During  the  present  year,  the  experiment  of  sending  to 
parents  weekly  reports  of  the  number  of  absences  and  tar¬ 
dinesses,  dismissions,  deportment  and  recitation  rank  of  the 
larger  scholars,  has  been  tried.  In  most  towns  this  has  long 
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been  practised.  It  makes  the  parent  who  wants  to  know  con¬ 
cerning  his  children  at  school,  informed  on  all  the  above  points 
at  a  glance.  His  signature  is  required  on  the  report  merely 
that  the  teacher  may  be  assured  that  he  has  seen  it. 

At  the  winter  examinations  these  reports  were  examined  by 
committee  and  visitors,  witn  great  apparent  interest  and  their 
influence  on  schools,  if  allowed  to  take  their  appropriate  place, 
cannot  fail  to  be  good.  Parents  are  earnestly  requested  to 
scrutinize  them  closely  and  compel  their  children  to  explain 
any  delinquencies  set  down  therein. 

BOOKS  AND  STUDIES. 

Complaint  of  difficulty  in  interesting  children  in  the  larger 
grammar  having  reached  the  committee,  a  smaller  and  more 
elementary  work  by  the  same  author  has  been  introduced  du¬ 
ring  the  year.  This  has  been  attended  with  good  results.  All 
grammatical  text  books,  however,  are  open  to  objections  great¬ 
er  or  less.  Present  methods  of  instruction  in  the  study  seem 
likely  ere  long,  to  be  more  or  less  revolutionized,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  dependence  on  any  text-book  without  constant  oral 
instruction  from  the  teacher,  will  not  accomplish  much.  Con¬ 
stant  practice  in  analysis  and  parsing,  in  writing,  and  in  cor¬ 
rection  of  false  modes  of  speaking,  are  needed.  An  exercise 
in  Miss  Thayer’s  school,  in  which  one  scholar  recited  a  list  of 
incorrect  expressions  in  common  use,  which  the  others  cor¬ 
rected  one  by  one,  was  very  interesting  and  profitable. 
Scholars  must,  in  order  to  succeed  as  grammarians,  be  taught 
to  observe  and  discriminate  rather  than  memorize,  and  to  this 
the  teacher  must  guide  chiefly  by  oral  lessons. 

Great  improvements  in  methods  of  arithmetical  study  have 
been  introduced  since  the  adoption  of  the  text  books  'we  are 
using,  and  the  time  must  soon  come  for  a  change.  Reading 
in  some  of  our  schools  has  been  well  taught,  but  none  showed 
so  remarkable  progress  in  this  direction  as  Miss  Butler’s  in 
No  3.  This  teacher,  finding  her  scholars  had  little  idea  of 
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reading,  took  the  only  wise  course,  that  of  training  them  on 
a  very  few  pieces  till  they  could  read  those  really  well.  Em¬ 
phasis,  inflection  and  expression  as  well  as  pronunciation  were 
attended  to,  and  their  examination  exercises  were  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

On  the  other  hand  the  reading  in  the  Centre  Grammar 
School  fell  far  below  the  efforts  of  the  same  scholars  in  form¬ 
er  years.  The  books  had  been  read  in  course,  and  at  the  ex¬ 
amination  no  piece  was  found  evidently  well  understood  and 
well  read.  We  recommend  a  selection  of  an  interesting 
piece  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  scholars,  and  that  they 
be  trained  till  it  is  in  a  good  degree  mastered,  before  another 
is  taken. 

We  are  glad  to  remark  that  spelling  has  been  more  noticed 
than  usual  in  our  schools.  The  scholars  have  practised  the 
division  and  pronunciation  of  syllables  and  have  generally 
been  allowed  but  one  trial  on  a  word.  This  is  the  only  true 
way  to  spell.  No  guessing  and  no  half  knowledge'  of  words 
should  be  tolerated.  While  writing  has  received  a  fair  share 
of  attention,  one  teacher,  Miss  Hayward,  has  introduced  with 
good  success,  at  South  Milford,  and  in  the  center,  exercises  in 
drawing.  This  study  is  attracting  more  and  more  attention 
from  the  best  educators,  and  we  shall  earnestly  recommend 
our  teachers  to  do  what  they  can  to  arouse  interest  therein. 

We  were  sorry  that  the  free  hand  map  drawing,  sometimes 
carried  to  great  perfection  in  our  schools,  has  not  commanded 
so  much  attention  this  year  as  it  deserved.  In  several  schools 
it  has  been  practised,  and  we  would  have  it  so  constant  an  ex¬ 
ercise  that  every  scholar,  having  studied  any  part  of  the  earth’s 
surface,  shall  be  able  to  draw  promptly  a  fair  map  of  the  same. 
In  the.  study  of  geography  a  knowledge  of  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude,  and  of  the  various  imaginary  lines  in  the  earth’s  surface 
should  be  early  acquired.  Examinations  of  our  scholars  show 
a  deficiency  here  which  is  inexcusable,  and  one  which  it  is 
hoped  will  not  long  continue. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


In  the  High  School,  some  attention  has  been  given  to  Latin 
and  French,  but  it  is  our  recommendation  to  have  the  chief 
efforts  of  the  school  directed  to  English  studies,  Natural  Sci¬ 
ence,  Algebra  and  Geometry;  and  a  constant  attention  to  the 
English  language  from  all  the  school  should  be  required,  while 
the  younger  portion  are  wholly  engaged  with  studies  which 
in  larger  places  are  pursued  chiefly  in  the  grammar  schools. 

As  the  brief  time  the  school  is  in  session  yearly,  and  other 
circumstances  make  a  yearly  arrangement  of  classes  and  stud¬ 
ies  essential,  the  work  of  the  superintendent  and  teacher  is  es¬ 
pecially  perplexing  at .  the  commencement  of  the  fall  term. 
Great  latitude  in  selecting  studies  and  text  books  has  been 
given  our  High  School  teachers,  and  wisely,  as  experience  has 
proved. 

On  account  of  Mr.  Lane’s  resignation  in  the  middle  of  the  five 
months  session,  a  young  man  without  experience  as  a  teacher 
was  employed.  That  the  school  was  as  profitable  under  his 
charge  as  before,  would  be  idle  to  claim  ;  indeed,  no  one  could 
reasonably  expect  such  would  be  the  case.  Yet  the  school 
.  appeared  very  fairly  in  many  respects  at  the  closing  examina¬ 
tion,  much  better  even  than  the  superintendent  anticipated. 
What  requires  the  severest  condemnation  is  the  shameful  way 
in  which  #the  hall  has  been  treated  by  the  scholars,  as  it  has 
been  charged.  It  is  strange  indeed,  that  scholars  not  young 
enough  to  claim  any  indulgence  in  such  acts  of  outrage, 
should  thus  abuse  the  generosity  of  the  town.  The  brute 
will  hardly  turn  against  the  hand  that  feeds  it,  and  if  members 
of  our  High  School  are  guilty  of  willfully  or  even  heedlessly 
damaging  the  public  property,  so  freely  and  nobly  year  after 
year  placed  at  their  service,  no  condemnation  of  their  acts  by 
word  or  even  legal  action  can  be  considered  too  severe.  Till 
the  present  term  no  special  cause  for  complaint  has  existed. 
Let  us  hope  the  fault  will  not  need  further  notice.  In  this 
connection  it  ought  to  be  observed  that  little  damage  to  school 
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property  elsewhere  has  been  done  during  the  year.  In  the 
grammar  school  room  in  the  center  there  has  been  more  mis¬ 
chief  of  this  kind  than  elsewhere.  In  the  rooms  newly  re¬ 
paired  and  at  the  north  end,  all  has  been  nicely  kept.  No 
teacher  should  leave  the  school  room  open  to  the  scholars  in 
his  absence.  Even  properly  disciplined  children  have  too  lit¬ 
tle  judgment  to  be  trusted  so  much.  Either  the  teacher  should 
be  engaged  to  remain  at  the  school  house  whenever  it  is  open, 
or  the  children  should  be  provided  with  waiting  rooms. 

MALE  TEACHERS. 

< 

The  employment  of  female  teachers  so  generally  in  the 
schools  of  the  state,  we  think  is  not  the  true  policy.  Child¬ 
ren  are  best  trained  at  home  and  at  school,  at  least  after  the 
period  of  infancy,  by  the  influence  of  both  sexes.  No  child 
can  be  so  well  brought  up  with  but  one  parent’s  care,  and  in 
his  studies  he  should  be  under  the  charge  of  male  teachers  at  * 
least  a  part  of  the  time.  Many  persons  long  for  the  presence 
of  men  in  the  schools,  on  the  sole  ground,  apparently,  that  men 
can  preserve  better  order  from  their  superior  strength.  We 
have  always  contended  on  the  other  hand,  that  boys  or  girls  • 
who  would  not  obey  a  lady  teacher,  belong  in  our  prisons  or 
reform  schools.  And  the  town  is  not  bound  at  its  own  ex¬ 
pense,  which  in  these  days  is  very  great,  to  furnish  for  every 
school,  a  well  educated  teacher  strong  enough  physically  to 
whip  any  scholar  or  all  combined,  if  rebellion  should  arise. 
This  was  the  old  fashioned  plan,  and  many  a  rough  contest 
was  sometimes  had  before  the  superiority  of  the  teacher  as 
a  fighter  was  established,  if  indeed,  as  often  happened,  he 
was  not  ignominiously  beaten,  and  in  school  house  par¬ 
lance  u  put  out  of  the  house.”  In  those  days  the  boy  whip¬ 
ped  at  school  expected  another  whipping  at  home,  and 
few  questions  asked.  Some  appear  to  forget  that  this  is  all 
changed.  Not  half  a  dozen  parents  in  town  would  patiently 
submit  to  a  severe  punishment  of  one  of  their  boys,  still  less 


should  the  sufferer  be  a  daughter.  Repetition  of  the  pun¬ 
ishment  at  home  would  be  the  last  thing  thought  of.  In 
such  cases  scholars  are  now  promptly  taken  from  school.  The 
teacher  and  all  concerned  are  roundly  berated  perhaps  prose¬ 
cuted,  if  even  a  tithe  of  the  rough  treatment  an  old  fashion¬ 
ed  school-master  practised  is  applied  to  our  children.  We  can¬ 
not  restore  old  fashioned  discipline.  The  times  have  changed. 
One  of  our  youngest  lady  teachers  has  this  year  preserved 
excellent  order  in  a  hard  school  in  which  strong  men  have 
failed.  We  do  not,  then,  need  men  merely  nor  chiefly  to  pre¬ 
serve  order.  But  men  and  women  are  so  widely  different  that 
a  scholar  not  under  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  both  du¬ 
ring  some  part  of  his  course  of  study  cannot,  we  think,  be 
symmetrically  developed.  Hence  we  advocate  and  recom¬ 
mend  the  employment  of  both  in  our  schools,  and  regret  that 
so  few  men  are  teachers. 

In  closing  our  report  we  feel  that  however  much  we  may 
have  erred  in  special  instances,  and  thereby  perhaps  aroused 
in  some  quarters  a  permanent  personal  hostility,  every  fair 
minded  person  must  be  convinced  that  there  are  proofs  of 
progress  in  our  schools,  and  the  system  on  which  they  are 
conducted  is  not  altogether  faulty.  With  no  ill  will  towards 
any  and  strong  hopes  that  the  future  may  be  an  improvement 
on  the  past,  we  shall  continue  to  labor  for  what  we  think  the 
best  good  of  the  schools,  whether  we  continue  officially  in 
charge  of  them,  or  occupying  the  less  conspicuous  though 
little  less  responsible  position  in  which  every  citizen  and  head 
of  a  family  is  placed. 


Gustavus  B.  Williams,' 
Superintendent, 
Edward  If.  Taft, 

David  Adams, 

George  W.  Jennison, 
Ezekiel  P.  G  a  skill, 
Andrew  W.  Judsox, 


School 

Committee. 


